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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 1975 

DICK PARSONS 

JIM 

Drugs ()'-

Tex a friend of Charlie Rangel, gave me 

this comment about drug enforcement. 

Would you look it over and give me your reaction? 
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The Honorable 

J u;yc·F.J (;"/ / /ett.J 

lu·cu· Y? JZ,cet, A<~YI/ 

Y/~lu·7~{on/, §. -G: 2000C 
TELEPHONI: 12021 331-??60 

x,O" 2/~ulrccb f!Z!o•h d'&~UU/ 

Jf~CXrk, ./1(~ /00// 
TI:LEPHONE 12121 9?2-7000 

TELEX 224"93 

June 24# 1975 

Nelson A. Rockefeller 
The Vice President 
The \Vhite House 
·washington, D. C. 20501 \ 

Dear Iv1r. Vice President: 

:0"2' 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter and memorandum which I 
submitted to Attorney General Saxbe in May of last year in which I 
set forth the reasons-why Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1973 
creating the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) was a serious 
mistake which has resulted in weaker drug enforcement at a waste 
of over $100,000,000 of taxpayers' money on an annual basis. 

I believe the points discussed are pertinent to the current 
review of drug enforcement matters. 
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The Honorable 
William B. Sax be 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

1666 K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 
May 20 .. 1974 

.. F" 

Thank you for your response to my letter of Februar:y 22, 1974, 
in which I set forth the reasons why Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1973 
creating the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA> was a serious 
mistake which has resulted in weaker drug enforcement. 

I would like to ad~ some further t~oughts to my original comments. 

I have now examined in detail the DEA appropriation request for 
FY 1975--the amount of taxpayer money currently being wasted for weaker 
drug enforcement is over SlOO, 000, 000 on an annual basis. In the Govern
ment's effort to reduce Federal spending in the fight against inflation, 
this item deserves priority attention. 

I have also reviewed the alternatives in my recommendation as to 
who should handle the major domestic narcotics conspiracy cases and 
recommend that that function go to the FBI. 

The reorganization which I now recommend for consideration calls 
for the transfer of DEA authority as follows: 

1. Return of anti-drug smuggling responsibilities, including 
related intelligence collection, to the U.S. Customs Service (450 positions-
a saving of over 270 positions from the 720 transferred from Customs to 
DEA); 

2. Return to the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) of those 
responsibilities presently in DEA for the control of pills and similar 
dangerous drugs (450 positions); 

"' - . ··,, 



. 
I, . . 

~ 

3. Assigning the investigation of major domestic interstate 
narcotics conspiracies to the FBI (250 positions. although perhaps no 
additional positions are needed as the FBI's authorized positions are 
over 20, 000 and these cases would be handled as part of th~ FBI's 
program against organized crime). ·.r 

This proposal will clearly result in stronger drug enforcement 
because (1) there is no way that DEA can duplicate Customs' proven 
anti-smuggling expertise and capabilities; (2) it will more effectively 
control trafficking in pills and similar dangerous drugs; (3) it will get 
the FBI fully involved. 

The proposal is also based on the inescapable fact that the 
primary responsibility under our Federal-state system for domestic 
internal drug enforcement is with the states and localities and their over 
400.000 enforcement pe.rsonnel, and that nothing should be done to weaken 
that responsibility or shift it tQ the Federal Government. 

In view of the comments in your letter, I would stress that no 
matter how well DEA is, administered (and I understand it is encountering 
a number of difficulties), it ~will do a poorer drug enforcement job .. with 
an annual waste of over $100, 000,000, than the organizational structure I 
have recommended. -. -

There is simply no need for a separate enforcement agency on 

drugs. 

The attached memorandum discusses in detail the recommended 
reorganization of drug enforcement responsibilities for stronger drug 
enforcement and how it can save the taxpayer over $100. 000,000 on an 
annual basis. 

If you have any questions or desire additional information. please 
let me know. 

Sincerely, 

~p~V£k 
Eugene T. Rossides 
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